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Lhe Council-General of the Indian and African Coimpany’s 
Petition to His Majefty. 
+. May it pleafe Tour Majefty, 


TE Your Majefty’s moft dutiful Subjects, the Council-Getieral of 
“9 the Company of Scotland Trading to Africa and the Indies, do 

YW © do in all Humble Duty beg leave to lay before Your Majefty 

the prefent Condition of our Affairs. 

Your Majefty from an earneft defire of the Flourifhing of your Ancient King- 
dom, having been gracioufly pleafed by the 32 Ac ofthe 47h. Seffion,and by the 
82h. Act of the 5th. Seffion of this Current Parliament, and Your Majefty’s Let- 
térs Patent under the Great Seal of this Kingdom following thereupon, to Autho- 
rize the Settling of Plantations and Colonies in Afia, Africa, or America, by the 
Natives of this Kingdom, and fuch Others as fbould joyn with them, asin the {aid 
Acts of Parliament, and Letters Patent, is more particularly exprefs‘d. 

We atid our Conftituents, Your Majefty’s moft Loyal Subjects did, upon the 
Faith and Encouragement of the {aid Acts and Letters Patent, enter into a Socies 
ty, Erect a Company of Trade, and with Great Charge, and after many Difficulties, 
{ettled a Plantation on the North-fide of the Z/fhmus of Darien, a Place precifely 
in the Terms of the faid Acts of Parliament and Letters Patent. . 

And being Senfible, That as our Company had its Birth from Your Majefty’s 
mott Gracious Favour, fo it could not fubfift but by your Royal Protection. 
We did therefore, in all humble Manner, Petition Your Majefty’s High Commif- 
fionerand the Eftates of Parliament, Aflembled the 19th. of Fuly 1698. 

Upon which, The Effates of Parliament did, with great Unanimity Addrefs 
Your Majelty, That you would in your Royal Wifdom be pleafed, to take fuch Meafures 
as might effectually Vindicat the undoubted Rights and Priviledges of the Jaid Com- 
pany, and fupport the Credit and Intereft thereof. we 

That Sefiion of Parliament ending, before any Return could be had from Your 
Majefty ; Reports have been fpread by the Enemies of our Settlement, as if our 
‘Company had not Your Majelty’s Protection : And as an Evidence thereof, That 
Proclamations have been Iffued out in Your Majefty’s Name, by your Gover. 

| nours in all the American Plantations, not only to Deprive our faid Company and 
Colony 6f the friendly Afiftance that might Reafonably have been expected 
from our Neighbour=Nation ; But allo, /rictly forbidding all Tour Majefty's Subjects, 
or Others within thefé Plantations, to enter into any Trafick or Commerce with the 
faidColony, and that no Provifions, Arms, Ammunition, or other Neceffaries what{o-~ 
ever, fhould be Tranfported or Carried to them, either in their own Veffels, or any o- 
ther Ship or Velfel for their Uje, and that under the outmoft Pains, Penalties, and 
forfeitures, mentioned in the faid Proclamations. 

Which Proceedings we have but too much Reafon to: believe; have been of 
Fatal Confequence to our Company and Colony,, and confequently to the Inte- - 
reft ofall Your Majefty’s good Subjects in this Kingdom. And we being: fully 
Perfwaded, that nothing could be fo Conducible for the pape Of our {aid Com- 
pany and Colony in our prefent Circumftances, asfome {pecial Teftimonies and 
Evidences of your Royal Protection. 
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We do therefore in all Humility and EarneftnefS, beg of YourMajefty’s Father- 
ly Care of our faid Company in particular, and of the Nation in General, _ That 
Your Majefty would be gracioufly pleafed, to take of the Force and Effect: .of 
thefe Proclamations, which have been fo Prejudicial tous, and to fignify your 
Royal Pleafure to the Governours ofthefe your Plantations, that We may befup- 
plyed in the Common and Ordinary way of Commerce. | ‘ 
« Asalfo, That Your Majefty may allow your. Parliament to Meet at ‘the Day 
appointed in November next, or as {oon as poflibly. can be, that Your Majeity 
may have the Advice and Affiftance of the Great Council .of this Nation, in fuch 
a Weighty and General Concern, which we hope God will Blefs with an Happy 
Iffue to HisGlory, the Honour of your Majefty, the Creditiof your Parliament, 
the Intereft.of the Nation, and the.Good of our Company and Colony. 


Sig dat Edinburgh the roth. Day of O&ober 1699. In Name, 
Prefence, and by Order of thé faidCouncil-General, by 


May it pleafe Your MAJESTY, 


Hohn Carter Bikn 
shrary 


~ Tour Majefty's moft Faithful, mol Dutiful, 


ill 


<i | Subject and Servant 
BELH AVE Noel Poca 


To which His Majefty was pleas’d to give the follow- 
ing Anfwer. Atcha i ol cuore enolate fom 


WILLIAM R. | 


|) Ight Trufty and Well-beloved, we Greet you Well. Your Petition has been 
f\  prefented to Us by Our Secretaries, and-we do very.much regret. the 
lofs which that our. Ancient Kingdom and the Company has lately fuftained : 
We will upon all Occafions, Protect and Encourage the Trade of the Nation: 
And we will alfo take Care, that the Subjects of that ourKingdom, {hall have the 
fame freedom of Trade and Commerce with our Englifh Plantations as ever they 
had formerly. ie i oat 
Our Current Parliament is Adjourn’d to the 5th.Day of March next,and we will 
Order that the Parliament thall. Meet when we judge that the Good of the Nation 


‘does require it. “And fo We bid you heartily Farewell. Given at our Court at 


Kenfingtoun the 2d. day of November 1699. and of our Reign the xxth. Tear. 


By His Majefty’s Command, : 


| SEAFIELD, 
Toour Right Trufty and Well-beloved, | 
the Council-General of the Company of 
our Ancient Kingdom of Scotland,T7ad. 
ing to Africa’ and the Indies. 
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moft Humble, and moft Obedient 


